Explicit warning about taking etymologies too seriously would be in 
place. But the major fault in this book would seem to me to be that 
Lometimes Mr. Evans tries too hard for his laughs; one can take only 
so much of this book at a sitting—as I suppose one is meant to. There 
is, tO, sometimes a kind of brutality in Mr. Evans’s attacks, probably 
Bgrowing out of inverse snobbery, that is unpleasant, though one is 
always aware of Oxford and Harvard in the background (will the gen- 


eral reader get “non-U” or “‘frightfully Wardour Street”’?). 
But these are minor objections in a book that will, one suspects, be 
widely read, and should, if it is correctly taken, do much for the 


good of the language. 
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